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APPORTIONMENT vs. 
THE GRACE SYSTEM 
IN GIVING 


During the first 27 years of its history, 
the Eng. Ev. Lutheran Synod of the 
Northwest floundered financially under 
the inadequate Apportionment System 
which asked congregations to give a 
certain sum per confirmed member each 
year for the support of benevolence. The 
Synod failed 25 times out of the first 27 
years, to raise its apportionment. 

A new day dawned for Lutheran Stew- 
ardship in America in 1918, when the 
Synod abolished the Apportionment svs- 
tem and unanimously adopted the scrip- 
tural method of giving known as the 
Grace system. 

Believing that the Church of Christ 
should trust the guidance of the Lord in 
all things, including the giving of offer- 
ings, the little Synod took up the prac- 
tice of the Grace System, expressed in 
the saying, ‘’Pray God and tell the peo- 
ple, for they believe that when the peo- 
ple*’ of God hear of the work that God 
wants them to do, they will do it. 

The results? In the 37 years that the 
Synod has used the Grace System of giv- 
ing, the confirmed membership has grown 
from 13,117 to 76,202, and its giving to 
benevolence has increased from $42, 332 
in 1918 to $684,425.76 in 1954. 
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OBERT LLOYD ROBERTS 


changes except change itself. God 

is the same yesterday, today, and 
or ever. How then can we have a chang- 
ig changeless God? The answer is to be 
ound in man’s knowledge of God. As 
uan’s knowledge of God and the universe 
nereases, it is necessary for man to 
ring his ideas of God up to date. 

If we look back over five thousand 
ears of human history, we will see the 
pward progress of man’s thoughts con- 
erning God. Before the Pyramids were 
uilt, before the Sphinx was started, man 
jas worshipping idols and images. Idols 
atisfied the human race for many years, 
s gods to worship, and while there are 
illions who still worship idols, it is 
ecoming increasingly difficult for men 
» worship these images of gold, silver, 
lay, and wood. This is really the twi- 
ght of idols and images. They are pass- 
ig out as knowledge increases. 

The worship of God changes as our 
onception of God changes. Old patterns 
nd old ideas will not satisfy the modern 
ind. We may deplore this passing of the 
ld, but it seems to be inevitable, and it 
; useless to kick against the inevitable. 
uo Vadus? Which way are our religious 
leas taking us? We cannot avoid the 
hange, but we would like to know in 
hat direction we are going. We do not 
ght the inevitable nor the inescapable, 
ut we are curious as to what it all adds 
> to. Let us note some of the changes 
vat have come over the idea of God in 
e last five thousand years or so. 


_ The Idea of God Is Expanding 
We are told today by the scientists, 
at this is an expanding universe. We 
peak not of miles but of trillions of 
iles, of ‘‘light years’’ in the universe. 
God is everywhere, then He must be 
sre and also trillionsof miles away from 
re. He stretches throughout all space 
d all time. A small God will never fit 
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E has been said that everything 


OUR 
CHANGING 
CHANGELESS 
GOD 


our needs today. As the universe increas- 
es in size, so must our idea of God in- 
crease in size. 

The astronomer, with his powerful 
telescopes, searches out the heavens 
and peers into infinity.What lies beyond 
the power of his vision, is still a part of 
the great sum of reality. To fill this all 
in all, God must be very large. Ancient 
man could confine his god to a stone and 
fall down and worship it, This is impos- 
sible with educated people today. 

Man has worshipped the sun, the moon 
and the stars as heavenly bodies that 
were gods and godesses. Man cannot 
worship such as gods today if he knows 
modern astronomy. So it is that in an ex- 
panding universe there must be an ex- 
panding God. 

The idea of infinity is expanding. 
There-is far more space and time in the 
universe than we ever thought was there. 
The universe is both larger and older 
than the ancients thought it was. The 
modern mind has no adequate conception 
of infinity, is baffled by the very thought 
of it. Where is the end of space? When 
will be the end of time? Such thoughts 
appall our imaginations. 


The Idea of God 
Leads to the Infinitesimal 

If God is so great that we cannot com- 
prehend Him, He is also so tiny that we 
cannot fathom Him. If the telescope 
shows how great God is, the microscope 
shows how small God is. Atoms are very 
little things, but an electron is even 
smaller. The most powerful microscope 
cannot enable us to see electrons, yet 
we believe they are there. It is like the 
old saying that little fleas have smaller 
fleas to bite them. The infinitely small 
gives evidence of the smallness of God. 
He extends from the tiniest electron to 
he largest star. 
: If God is the God of the molecule, He 


must also be the God of the atom and 
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the electron, for He is in all and through 
all. The tiny particles of matter are as 
much God’s concem as the vast volume 
of waters in the mighty oceans. We might 
even say that if God will take care of the 
electrons, the mountains will take care 
of themselves. 

The smallest forms of living organ- 
isms are called viruses. The cells are 
so small that no microscope yet invented 
can enlarge them sufficiently so they 
can be seen by man. Yet God must be in- 
volved in the life of the virus, for its 
very existence depends upon Him. The 
viruses upon a thousand hills are His 
also. Thus God is both great and minute 
at the same time. 


The Idea of God 
Is Leading to Informalit 

In the past, God has been high and 
mighty, and men have been afraid to ap- 
proach too close to Him. We took off our 
shoes for we were standing on holy 
ground. The Bible speaks of God with 
the greatest reverence. No undue famili- 
arity with God is permitted, even though 
we are told to come boldly to the throne 
of grace. 

Today, we sing about the ‘‘Man Up- 
stairs,’’ and we make a popular tune for 
night clubs and theaters and sing, ““The 
Bible Tells Me So.’’ We have gone be- 
yond the jazz age-to an age of undue 
familiarity with sacred things. Nothing 
seems to be sacred today. All things are 
being investigated. God comes in for His 
share of this probing and jesting. 

There is a story, whether true or not, 
I do not know, that Benjamin Franklin 
used to tell God jokes in prayer, and 
then laugh while praying. It was explain- 
ed that he thought God-got tired of hear- 
ing all our complaining and whining and 
and that He would appreciate a little 
joke now and then, or something in a 
lighter vein than our heavy, monotonous 
prayers. He thought that God who sitteth 
in His heavens had times when He, too, 
wanted to laugh. 

It may be true that God wants us to be 
ourselves, when we pray. He wants us to 
be sincere and natural, not puffed up or 
artificial. It is true that we might just 
as well be ourselves in prayer as to put 
on an act, for God knows the thoughts 
and intents of our hearts anyway. We can- 
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not pull the wool over His eyes. Fro 
such thoughts as this may come th 
swing to informality in prayer and in on 
general approach to God. 

The peculiar thing is that there is n 
such tendency toward familiarity wil 
Jesus. There is no middle ground in th 
use of our Saviour’s name, Jesus Christ 
between outright profanity and worshif 
ful reverence. We either curse in Hi 
name or we bless in His name; there i 
little or no joking or fooling around i 
His name. 


The Idea of God 
Is Less Anthropomorphic 

In the past it was natural for men 
picture God as a big man, as a huge Pa 
Bunyan, with arms and legs, with eye 
and ears, and even with a beard. Today 
men speak of God as a Spirit witho 
form or parts, but large enough to fill al 
the universe. He is more like a cloud } 
a vapor than a man. Some even say tha 
man has made God in his own image, an 
if a horse had a god, he would make i 
look like a horse. 

It may be that children will alway 
need a mental picture of God as a bi 
Man to satisfy their ideas of God, bt 
like Santa Claus and goblins and fairie 
they will outgrow this anthropomorphi 
idea of God. It is a learning stage th: 
we must go through. Some never outgro 
these mental pictures of God. Like Phill 
they will say, ‘‘Show us the Father an 
it sufficeth us.’’ To them, the best a 
swer that can be given, is that of Jesu 
to Philip. ‘‘He that hath seen me, hat 
seen the Father also.’’ This does no 
mean that God has a physical body lik 
Jesus, but a total personality like Jesu: 

Modern science in this atomic age 
while it may not tend toward atheisn 
does tend toward a vaporous image < 
God without parts or passions. Scienc 
tends toward pantheism more than it doe 
toward atheism. It accepts the need fc 
a universal Mind and a universal Powe 
if it does not go so far as to accept 
universal Personality. The lack of pe 
sonality is the great weakness of Panth 
ism. God may be a soul without a bod) 
but certainly He is not a Spirit without 
Mind or Heart. ‘‘God is love!”’ 


The Ex posito 


The Idea of God 
Is Increasingly Law-abiding 

The modern man has an idea of God 
hat makes God a prisoner of law, and 
-specially of Natural Law. God is limit- 
-d. He is a prisoner in His own universe. 
dle may be self-limited, but however that 
aay be, He is still limited. He cannot do 
:s He pleases. 

Can God answer prayer? Many are skep- 
ical enough to say that He would have to 
weak all natural law to answer prayer. 
They hold it is foolish to pray for rain 
‘r that a hurricane be stopped in its 
racks, All these forces of Nature are 
uled by law and God will not break His 
wn laws and interfere for the sake of 
‘aswering man’s prayer. Many go to the 
ther extreme and do not pray at all, for 
hey reason that since law will have its 
vay, why pray? Why ask God to do some- 
hing He cannot do? 

Many people rule out miracles and 
igns and wonders, as contrary to all 
nown natural laws. They think that even 
ne miracle would upset the universe. 
‘hey make God helpless in His own uni- 
erse. But they say, “I’m from Missouri. 
ou have to show me.”’ For some this 
ncludes such an idea as the resurrection 
f the body. They think from the very 
ature of things that such a miracle would 
e impossible. And there may be “‘more 
f faith in honest doubt”’ than we realize. 
he doubter may secretly hope that his 
leas are wrong, and he may hope that it 
ill turn out otherwise than he thinks. 

Whether it was true or not, Moses and 
1e Children of Israel did think they had 
rossed the Red Sea on dry land. They 
id think it was the work of Jehovah in 
aswer to the cries of His people. Prayer 
nd miracles are closely bound together, 
yr to answer a prayer, God may have to, 
1 many cases, perform a miracle. Or else 
hat seems to be in contravention of nat- 
ral law, is only the working of a higher 
w, a more powerful law that supersedes 
.e lower law at God’s command. In our 
morance we cannot see how this is done, 
it if we were in the light as God is in 
e light, then we could see how all things 
e possible to God. This should warn us 
ot to stack up our ignorance against the 
1ow-how of God. 
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The Idea of God 
Is Not Confined to the Bible 

In our atomic age, man believes he can 
discover not only more things about Na- 
ture, but more things about Nature’s God. 
Man is out to fathom God as far as pos- 
sible. He does not want to be limited by 
what the Bible or any other book, ancient 
or modern, says about God. He wants to 
Start out de nova and discover God for 
himself by the methods of science. 

This modern tendency does not make 
the Bible passe and relegate it to the ash 
heap; it only says that we should test 
what the Bible says and if necessary go 
beyond it. The scientist says, ‘Don’t 
fence me in; just cut me loose and let 
me go. Let me run hog-wild all over the 
heavens.”’ 

The universe is the largest text-book 
about God, and modern man feels that he 
has aright to study this big book for all 
it is worth. No book nor printed page can 
fully contain God. The Psalmist knew this 
when he said, ‘“The heavens declare the 
glory of God; and the firmament showeth 
His handiwork. Day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night showeth 
knowledge.”’ All nature speaks of God. So 
we build upon the past. All sciences im- 
prove and advance with the increase of 
human learning, including the queen of 
science, Theology. This is a modern trend 
and is good, if we do not forget the truth 
of the past. Truth is still truth, whether 
it is old truth or new truth. ‘‘Prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good.” 
‘And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” “‘It is the 
glory of God to conceal a thing: but the 
honor of kings to search out a matter. 


LOVE AND LIGHT 


A genuine worker for souls is a love-gift from 
Him to the children of men. Wherever such a spirit 
burns, it is a divine boon to the village or dis- 
trict where it is sent. It is not only light, but 
heat; the light and warmth of love. Through such 
a heart God speaks. He has put His spirit in His 
servants, and He gives His people to feel for 
sinners, to yearn for sinners, to weep and travail 
for their souls. It is the love of God moving the 
hearts of men for men. Mere lucid Gospel siate- 
ments stir no souls; the cold, electric light 
character of disseminating truth moves no kearts. 
It may edify the understanding; it does not lay 
bold on spirits. It shines about men and dazzles 
them; it does not, like the sun’s rays, warm 
them. We need love as well as light. 
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We Can All 
Be Mystics 
Now 


7 E can all be mystics now. And the 
W sooner the better! Having said that, 
I remember, with something of a 
quizzical smile, that the well beloved 
John Wesley spoke in an exactly oppo- 
site strain. It was of the mystics that 
the eminent John wrote: “All the other 
enemies of Christianity are trifles. The 
mystics are the most dangerous. They 
stab it in the vitals, and its most sincere 
professors are most like to fall by them. 
The mystic writers are the one great anti- 
Christ.”’ 

As a whole-souled advocate of mysti- 
cism, I am glad to give quotation to the 
words of the evangelical John Wesley. 
His words make it necessary that I should 
justify mine. And that is not at all hard. 
So to that pleasant task that mysticism 
in this dolorous day might have free 
course and be glorified. 

I therefore repeat my first sentence, 
but now in the imperative, not the imper 
ious mood, as befits a true mystic. And 
that with the necessary proviso that we 
at oncearrive at acommon understanding 
of the word ‘‘mysticism.”’ It is now a 
recognized law of spiritual apprehension 
that one must first be semantical. Com- 
municability is of the essence of this 
impartial knowledge. Someone has well 
said that mysticism is as old as the hu- 
man race. But if the words of the saintly 
John Wesley were the whole truth in his 
day and continuing into ours, then it 
would have been better for the human 
race that mysticism had never been born. 

Such a comment at once drives us into 
the immediate necessity of getting this 
term either cleared up or cleaned out. 
Mysticism must have come through the 
eee to many diverse expressions, not 
all, of course, of equal divine worth. John 
Wesley evidently came upon some out- 
goings of the so-called mystical exper- 
ience which he was not hesitant in equat- 
ing with diabolicity. Recognizing that 
far-ranging diversity, we see the need 
now for arriving at a scientific clarity 
concerning this experience, freed alto- 
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gether from a sentimental charity a 
from mistaking an erroneous form of 
for the geniune experience of it. 

It is my arrived-at belief, as differe: 
from an imposed belief, that I have 
definition of spiritual pure mysticis 
which would have the assent of John We 
ley, were he now here in the flesh. 
your file on mysticism is as bulky « 
mine, you will at once recognize that tl 
definition is common to a multitude | 
writers, past and present. So without i 
the least attempting to be original, I wi 
borrow en toto two definitions to sho 
that I do not stand alone in my viewpoi 
conceming mysticism. In an article wri 
ten many years ago by J.J.Castleberr 
I find a definition which still hasupon 
the freshness of abiding truth. “Myst 
cism is more than a hale copie or 
theory of knowledge, it is the art of e: 
tablishing conscious personal relatior 
with God.’’I take the other definition fre 
a brilliantly minded man who comes to 1 
out of the ancient past under the name 
Isaiah. In the book in the Bible bearir 
that name I find this statement (Chapt 
57; verse 15) “For thus saith the hig 
and lofty one that inhabiteth eternit 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the hi 
and holy place, with him also that is 
a contrite and humble spirit, to revive tl 
heart of the contrite one.” Here asI ay 
prehend the matter, in both these stat 
ments we have equally fine definitions 
mysticism. And, prestc. John Wesley | 
thus found among the mystics. 

All of which sums up the fact that th 
practical minded John Wesley had ey 
dently come into contact with some di 
tortion of the mystical experience whit 
made him sound off as he did. Even 
our own time [| get very bored by a lot 
the stuff which comes out as mysticisi 
Much of it comes from those who knc 
not spirituality on a high level, any me 
than they know semantics on a scientif 
level. It is surprising how many popul: 
izers of the ultimate mistake piffle J 

(See puge i 
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FALSEHOOD 
LEGITIMATE PROPAGANDA! 


+4 unanimous decision the National 
‘Labor Relations Board has ruled that 
is permissible for unions or employers 
lie to workers when trying to convince 
em to vote for or against a union. As 
»erted in the NEW YORK TIMES the 
abor Board’s decision reads: 
Exaggerations, inaccuracies, partial 
ths, name-calling and _ falsehoods, 
ile not condoned, may be excused as 
zitimate propaganda before a union 
resentation election.’’ 
It will be noted that the Board says 
ch things are “‘not condoned,” but 
ay be excused as legitimate propa- 
nda.’” Such is the callous attitude of 
ficials under the pressure of strong 
oups - another proof of the necessity 
r strictly limiting the power of govern- 
nt. 
Falsehood then becomes “‘legitimate 
opaganda”’ before a Labor Board elec- 
mn. The late Wendell Wilkie only voiced 
fact when he referred to “‘campaign 
atory’’ as having no necessry relation - 
ip to the facts. 
If respect for the Commandment ““Thou 
alt not bear false witness’’ lapses, 
ere will be no hope of maintaining a 
se society of self-governing man. In- 
lligent decision in the court room or in 
e voting booth depends upon a knowl- 
ige of the facts, and if men do not 
eak the truth on the witness stand, in 
litical campaigning, in the public 
int, and in public addresses, the peo- 
e will not know the facts and cannot 
t intelligently. 
The moral law cannot be repealed or 
ended and those who violate or ignore 
cannot escape the penalty for their 
tions. 
he Board says it does not condone 
sehood but that it may be excused as 
‘itimate propaganda. What a contradic- 


tion! What disservice to the American 
people for a public body to accept clear 
violation of the moral law! 

The finger of God is pointing at. the 
American people. If we do not repent and 
turn from our evil ways, one of these days 
it will start writing the fatal inscription, 

Thou are weighed in the balance and 
art found wanting.” Christian Economics 


A MIRACLE 


Yesterday | saw a miracle. What is a 
miracle? Something out of the ordinary, 
something which baffles explanation, 
something beyond the power of science 
to account for. This miracle I saw was a 
freckle-faced, red-headed, eight year 
old boy. What is miraculous about that? 
Think of that boy for a minute. 

He has two eyes far more delicate and 
accurate than any camera lens that man 
has ever made. They are self-adjusting 
as to both light and distance. They al- 
most never get out of order. They pro- 
duce a picture in color, instantly, with 
no chemicals or labratory needed. 

That boy has two ears far more effi- 
cient and delicate than any radio man 
has ever heard. Ile hears all the stations 
at once with no need for adjustment. 
There are no tubes to burn out nor other 
parts to be replaced. 

This boy has a heating system far 
more efficient than anything we have 
been able to devise for our homes. If the 
wind is not blowing too hard our furnace 
will keep the temperature near 70 de- 
grees except when it gets hot. Then the 
furnace is helpless and we must turn on 
an air-conditioning system. This boy 
has a system that keeps his body atex- 
actly the same temperature summer and 
winter and when germs attack the lad 
his temperature rises a few degrees part- 
ly as a warning but mainly as a means 
of overcoming the disease. 


(See page 355) 
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THE CHURCH 
at WORK 


ADVENT AND THE FAMILY ALTAR 


Preparation for this important season 
of the Christian Year is vitally neces- 
sary. In addition to the helps and inspi- 
rational materials supplied by the var- 
ious Church Headquarters and the Na- 
tional Council, you will find fine basic 
suggestions of proceedings in brochure 
issued by the Commission on Evangel- 
ism, Evangelical and Reformed Church, 
-2969 West 25 th Street, Cleveland 13, 
Ohio, edited by Edward W. Brueseke 
for five cents a copy. The booklet con- 
tains a devotion, prayers and a call to 
worship, with assurances of Grace for 
each worshipper. Splendid material. 


GIVING THANKS 


Text: Psa, 65:11 - Thou crownest the 
year with Thy goodness, and Thy 
paths drop fatness. 

This day is for thanksgiving. It is not 
appointed for a fast, but for a feast, and 
we may well stop to consider how the 
gifts we acknowledge as a nation may be 
preserved and increased. But it is not 
observing the day for national Thanks- 
giving to concentrate attention on the 
sins confessedand unconfessed of which 
we are guilty, or to-magnify the perils 
which threaten our society and endanger 
the stability of government. There are 
times fit for that duty, but this is a day 
of Thanksgiving and the only one of the 
year set aside for that special duty and 
privilege of summing up our blessings 
and telling God we are grateful to Him 
for them a 


UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY 
Worldwide Bible reading, Epis ule 


to Christmas, emphasized by the observ- 
ance of Universal Bible Sunday in De- 
cember, is sponsored by The American 
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Bible Society, Bible House, 450 Pa 
Avenue, New York 22. 

Questions or requests for material: 
may be addressed as above, or to Jame 
V. Claypool, Sec’y., Promotion, of Bibl 
Use, 35 East Wacker Drive, Chicago - 
Illinois. Such plans to encourage th 
reading of the Bible can be highly si, 
nificant in the work of any church. 


REFLECTIVE BUMPER EMBLEM 
SUGGESTS CHURCH ATTENDAN CE 


A reflective auto bumper emblem ac 
vocating church attendance is being pr 
duced by the Minnesota Emblem Con 
pany of Minneapolis, and is availabl 
only to church and civic organizations 

Made of ‘‘Scotchlite’’ reflective shee 
ing, the emblem has a threefold purpose 
an attractive safety device which th 
church and civic groups can resell t 
raise funds, an appeal for greater chur¢ 
attendance, and a safety device for th 
owner of the car on which it is mounte 

The emblem brightly reflects in silve 
blue and gold, whenever beams fro 
an approaching auto touch it. 

It is applied easily to the bumper | 
weatherproof adhesive on the back of # 
emblem. Further information can be ol 
tained by writing the Minnesota Emble 
Company, 10440 Xerxes Avenue, Sout 
Minneapolis, Minnesota, 


MORE NEW TAVERNS THAN CHURCHES - 
Washington, Oct. 6 (AP) The Methodis 


Board of Temperance officials said tha 
seven liquor or beer emporiums ar 
springing up for each new church buil 
in this country. 

They gave these statistics, based o 
Internal Revenue figures: 
Dene the three-month period endin 


June new liquor outlets increase 


The Ex posite 


9053. 

But in all of 1954, they said, the num- 
snew churches went up by only 5697. 
(As a result there are 141,733 more 
soons, bars, cocktail lounges and 
juor stores than there are churches, 
aagogues and temples. 

The breakdown shows 441,789 alco- 
| dispensers and 300,056 places of 
tship. 

(ne reason for the big increase in 
> liquor statistics, according to a tem- 
ance man; more and more grocery 
pres are getting permits to sell beer 
d wines. 

The temperance people also reported 
nt this nation spent $9,855,000,000 on 
eoholic drinking each year as compar - 
»with $2,964,000,000 on churches. 
They reckoned the average church 
dget at nomore than $15,000 to$20,000 
year. This compares with a study of 
6 taverns which showed that a typical 
> did $55,807 worth of business a year. 


HE AMERICAN CHRISTMAS 


“The American Christmas,”’ by Jas. 
Barnett, Macmillan, 173 pp. $2.95. 

. Barnett, Prof. of Sociology at the 
iiversity of Connecticut, provides a 
vid portrayal of the American scene, 
‘d is recommended for planning pro- 
ams, sermons and exhibits. The refer- 
ce notes alone are helpful and ex- 
ustive, in that they cover the following 
dics: 

Christmas in the making 

Social Role of Santa Claus 

Christmas in Church, Home, 

and School 

Exploiting a Festival 

Social Aspects of Christmas Art 

Cult of Christmas 

Bibliography, 10 pages 

Topical Index, 5 pages 
DUR ANNUAL MEETING 


“Your Annual Meeting,’ by Bernard 
arp, National Publicity Council, 257 
| Saat New York 10, N.Y. 168 pp. 
3.50. 

This is a step-by-step guide to effec- 
ve annual congregational meetings, 
nsidering their general purpose and 
esenting suggestions on organizing 
amittees, defining objectives, build- 
g the programs, choosing program high- 
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PICTURES from 
The Upper Room 


Beautiful full-color religious pictures 
which have appeared on the covers 
of The Upper Room, reproduced in a 
lovely book. Opposite each picture 
is the interpretation. Published just 
in time for Christmas, this book will 
make a much appreciated gift. 
Price, postpaid, 50 cents each, $5 
per dozen. Order from 


Che yor oom 


The world’s most widely used devotional guide 


1908 Grand Avenue Nashville, Tenn. 


lights, presenting and keeping records, 
etc. 


THE TEACHER’S CANDLESTICK 


This—is the title of an inspirational 
help for all who work with children. It, 
was written by Margaret Slattery, and 
first appeared in print in 1909.- The 
author emphasizes that “even a small 
candle gives off light when lighted, per- 
mitting someone to see...’’ and names 
the seven lights or candles which must 


be lit along the way of life, if we are to 


help children understand God’s nearness 
and love for all His creatures. They are: 
1. Knowledge 
“ —- 2, Training 
3, Example 
4, Perseverance 
5. Enthusiasm 
6. Sympathy 
7. Faith 


TRAINING IN TEMPERANCE 
Excellent materials for the training of 
young people in the ways of temperance 
may be secured by writing the National 
W.C.T.U., Temperance Education in 
Church Schools, Vrs. Ralph H. Mort, 
Department Director, 3060 N.E. 62nd St., 
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Portland 13, Oregon. 

The Quarterly Temperance Lesson for 
present use is built on the topic," The 
Struggle in the Wilderness, > and is 
based on outlines furnished by the Int’l. 
Council of Religious Education -- Hebr. 
5:12-16; Luke 4: 1-15. 

A spiritual dramatization for young 
people entitled, “Forks in the Road, 
5 scenes, may be had for seventy five 
cents a hundred or forty cents for fifty 
copies. Order these latter from the Nat'l. 
W.C.T.U. Pub. House, Evanston, Illinois. 


NO SCARCITY OF ORGANISTS 
IN GEETINGSVILLE, INDIANA 


In a flourishing rural church in north- 
central Indiana, unsuspected musical 
talent is being discovered. 

How did it happen that in this small 
community where no professional organ- 
ist was available, the congregation now 
has six trained organists? 

The answer goes back six years ago 
when my husband was the minister at 
Geetingsville, and a certain family pre- 
sented our church with a new Hammond 
organ. 

After the Hammond Organ was instal- 
led, I sent the following letter to our 280 
members: 

“Dear Member of our Church: 

As the wife of your minister, I have 
long wished that I might do something 
to express my appreciation for your many 
kindnesses to us. 

Now that our church has been given 
this lovely new organ, I should like to 
share with others the joy of playing it. 
Not only that. I should like to share with 
any of you who are interested the basic 
instruction which has~been available to 
mes. 

Since there are not enough hours a day 
for me to give individual coaching to all 
whom I would like to help, I will be glad 
to reorganize my schedule and, for a 
while set aside one evening a week as 
Hammond Night -- a time when I can be 
helpful to a number of you at once. Ham- 
mond Night could be a kind of musical 
clinic for those of you who would like 
to play the instrument but who would 
otherwise be deprived of instruction... 

If you love music and can play so much 
as a simple little hymn, you will not 
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only be eligible but welcome to enjo 
these classes... 
Cordially your pastor’s wife 
Lura Latham” 


To make a long story short, fourtee: 
eager persons came to the first class 
Instead of a few weeks at most, as wa 
anticipated, the clinic classes ran fo 
over two years. That one girl rose ever’ 
morning at four o’clock to get in her prac 
tice hours, indicates a sizeable grow 
taking advantage of the opportunity an 
the eagerness with which they went abot 
1t. 

The church now has six well trainec 
organists. Any church with an organ anc 
a will to do, can do as much. 


CHURCH FUND RAISING COLUMNS 
By Norman E. Nygaard, D.D. 


Dr. Nygaard is a Presbyterian minister who ha 
contributed regularly to The Expositor for mor 
than thirty years. For the last six years be ha 
given full time to writing and professional fund 


raising for churches. 


QUESTION: Some of my friends in theit 
pastorates take an active part in the 
financial programs of their churches. | 
have always felt that inorder to preserve 
the spiritual character of my ministry, I 
should have nothing to do with raising 
money for my church, nor should [| direct 
how it should be spent. Can you advise 
me as to the justification for my positior 
-- or theirs? 
ANSWER: There is certainly much to be 
said in favor of the position which you 
have adopted, but it is quite possible 
that some of your friends take a part i 
the financial program of the church fo 
the same reason that you refrain fron 
doing so. There is no particular merit in 
either position as such. oa 
The danger that both you and they 
should avoid is that of a mercenary at- 
titude toward the ministry. A ministei 
can be exceedingly selfish in his atti- 
tude whether or not he enters into the 
field of church finance. And, by the same 
token, he can be altogether unselfish it 
the conduct of his ministry whether he 
accepts either point of viewor not. 
The point for you to bear in mind is 
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nat you should, as a minister of the 
Ehurch of Jesus Christ, be tremendously 
oncerned about the giving habits of your 
ongregation, for unless your people are 
oncerned to set aside God’s portion of 
heir income for His work they are not 
ruly His disciples. 

In part you can develope stewardship 
abits in them by preaching strai ght - 
om-the-shoulder sermons on the subject 


UESTION: We are annually sent quotas 
om denominational headquarters with 
ue suggestion that we must raise them 
“we are to be in good standing with our 
nomination. 

We are quite willing to do our share 
ut it often seems to us that the whole 
ystem of quotas is wrong. It seems so 
rassly commercial. There always seems 
> be an implied threat, “‘You will raise 
ais money ... or else.”’ 

Is there any way in which we can do 
ur share without feeling that we are be- 
ig unworthily compelled to do something 
vat we cannot enter into with hearty 
od will? 

INSWER: With some executive secretar- 
es and district superintendents being 
hat they are and feeling that their jobs 
epend upon quotas being filled, we will 
robably always face the situation which 
ou describe. However there are several 
ints which you might consider. 

First of all, I would not speak to my 
eople about quotas to be met but about 

r ‘fair share’’ in the missionary pro- 
wram of the church and in the great inter- 
senominational work in which we want to 
»e represented. | would never think of 
hese as maximum goals -- no matter if 
hey seem excessive -- but rather as min- 
mum objectives, advising our people that 
'e would naturally want to do more than 
share. We would want to go the sec- 
and even the third mile, in our giving. 
Secondly, I would plan to preach four 
five sermons a year on the outreach of 
e church -- foreign missions, national 
ssions, Christian Education, the work 
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Churches. During one of my own pastor- 
ates we had four special offerings during 
the year, one for each of the major Boards 
of the denomination to which | belong. We 
never had such offerings for ourselves. 
Our people knew before they made their 
pledges that these special offerings had 
been scheduled but that they would be 
the only “‘specials’’ for the year. Throu gh 
these offerings we always received suf- 
ficient funds to more than meet our var- 
ious “quotas.” 

On ss other hand, if your church has 

a unified budget which includes such ob- 
jectives you could still make them come 
to life by preaching at least once a 
quarter upon those themes, possibly 
sending out in advance of your sermon 
especially good material describing the 

work being done by your national boards. 

Third, not all executives and district 
superintendents fall into the categories 
which you have described. In fact, I 
would say that only occasionally do you 
find such men in positions of responsi- 
bility. And, believe me, your foreign 
Board secretaries, dealing daily with 
requests from the mission fields for ad- 
ditional funds or missionaries, do not 
take a crass view toward your contribu- 
tions. To them dollars mean that an ad- 
ditional field can be opened to the preach- 
ing of the Gospel and souls won for the 
Kingdom. They mean new wings opened 
in over-crowded hospitals. 

If you will think of ‘“‘quotas’’ as ever- 
widening vistas of opportunity and speak 
of them always as being “‘shares’’, they 
will come to life as you present them to 
your people. : 

For information which will belp you in con- 

sidering or planning your Fund RaisingCam- 


paign, fill in the following coupon and mail 
it to the EXPOSITOR. No obligation. 


Dr. Nygaard, — 

The Expositor, East Aurora, N.Y. 
Please send me information on your 
Church Fund Raising Campaigns. 


Address. 
City or Town 


«> State. =< 


Denomination. 
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The 
Unforgiving 
Spirit 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


Text: Il Cor. 2:7,11 - Ye ought rather to 
forgive him... lest Satan should 
get an advantage of us. 

HE offender of whom Paul is speak- 
lee is, no doubt, the same person 
whose gross transgression against 
the moral law, and apparently against 
Paul himself, had occasioned the writing 
of the First Letter to the Corinthians. In 
that letter, sent by Titus, Paul had re- 
quired the Church at Corinth to take 
steps to discipline the offender and up- 
hold the purity of the Church. Paul was 
in great distress about the situation in 
the Church at Corinth, and particularly 
with reference to this offender. But, at 
length, somewhere in Macedonia, Titus 
came to him with the good news that the 
Church had carried out his instructions, 
disciplined the offender, and that the lat- 
ter had acknowledged his transgression. 
Now the Apostle’s thought is for the 
welfare of the transgressor, and he writes 
the second letter to the Corinthians tell- 
ing them that they must forgive and deal 
kindly with him, lest the man be “swal- 
lowed up with sorrow,’’ and lest also 

Satan should get an advantage of them. 

There are many things which hinder us 
in the Christian life, but perhaps there 
is no hindering which is so heavy, and 
which drags us down and behind in the 

Christian life as the weight of an un- 

forgiving spirit. 
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The Hindering Effect Of 
An Unforgiving Spirit. 

The importance of this matter of fo 
giveness, and the danger of harbori1 
an unforgiving spirit, is made clear 
the repeated references to it in th 
teachings of Christ and the New Test: 
ment. Indeed, so much is this so th: 
today, if one says a man has a Chri: 
tian spirit, it does not mean that he 3 
a generous man, or an honest man, or 
chaste man, or a man who controls hi 
passions, but a man who is ready ar 
able to forget an injury and forgive 
wrong. A bitter, unforgiving spirit i 
one of the best witnesses to the pow 
of Satan is man’s soul. 

In his Picturesque Notes of Edi 
burgh, Robert Louis Stevenson tells « 
two spinster sisters who had a fallii 
out, and henceforth no word was ev 
spoken between them. Yet, either b 
cause of lack of means or fear of sca 
dal, they continued to live together 
the same house. So, through the yea 
they lived together, and yet separate 
within the four walls of that home. | 
one could ever describe that as a hap 
life. The unforgiving spirit separat 
multitudes of souls. 3 

Samuel Johnson wrote Boswell, “‘Li 
is but short . .. Let us not throw aw 
any of our days upon useless resentm 
or contend who shall hold out longe 
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in stubborn malignity. It is best not to 
be angry and best in the second place 


‘to be quickly reconciled.” 


Another, and still more serious, ef- 
fect of an unforgiving spirit upon the 
unforgiving soul is that it cancels and 


forgiven. The Roman Catholic doctrine 
of no divorce claims for its authority , 
not only the teaching of our Lord, but’ 
also the spirit of that teaching, for one 
of the reasons given is that a legal sep- 
aration puts a barrier in the way of for- 


forfeits God’s forgiveness. If we harbor 
‘an unforgiving spirit, we break down 
and demolish the very bridge to heaven 
‘over which we ourselves must pass. 
‘The Apostle tells us to be tenderheart- 
‘ed, forgiving one another, even as God 
‘for Christ’s sake hath forgiven us. And 
‘our Lord taught us to pray, ‘‘Forgive us 
|our trespasses as we forgive those who 
|trespass against us.’’ That forgiveness 


giveness and reconciliation. In another 
passage, and immediately after he had 
related the beautiful parable of the 
Ninety and Nine and the One Lost 
Sheep, Jesus spoke of a dispute be- 
tween brothers, and said that the one 
who felt that he had been wronged, be- 
fore bringing him before the court of 
the Church, should endeavor in a pri- 


in order that we might receive forgive - 
ness, Jesus repeatedly taught and em- 
phasized. In the Sermon on the Mount 
He says that the man who was bringing 
a gift to the altar at the temple, and 
there remembered that he had a falling 


vate interview to be reconciled unto 
him, saying, “‘If he shall hear thee, 
thou hast gained thy brother.”’ 

In Quo Vadis, that great tale of early 
Christian history, Chilo, the philoso- 
pher, thief, betrayer of the innocent, 
sold the wife and daughter of his friend 


out with his brother, should leave his 
gift before the altar, and then go his 
/way and first be reconciled to his broth- 
er and then come and offer his gift. 
Thus Jesus taught that a forgiving spir 
it is a condition of true worship and 
| prayer. 

But the most extended, most striking 
utterance of Jesus on the subject was 
the great Parable of the Two Debtors. 

!Peter had asked Jesus, ‘‘Lord, how oft 
shall my brother sin against ope I tyr and eried ont’!‘Claccnsyin Ghriat’s 
Seve him? Till ape ie saga the name, forgive me!’’ At that the head of 
answer of Jesus eat Not until ee the martyr moved slightly, and from the 
Bemes, but until seventy times seven. top of the pillar was ee a voice like 
That is, repeated and unlimited forgive- a groan, ‘‘I forgive.” Immediately, 
ness. And then to show the danger of Chilo, turning toward Nero, lifted an 
an unforgiving spirit, He related the Par- accusing hand and said, “There is the 
able of the Two Debtors. | incendiary!’’ The same day he was bap- 

There is a great deal in the world of tized into the Christian faith; and when 
what Pope calls “‘man’s inhumanity to hig torturers were binding and piercing 
man.” But, thank God, there is also a him, Chilo kissed their hands with for- 
great deal of man’s humanity to man. giveness. Forgiven himself, he had 
- How clear and unmistakable is the feariéd-10" forgives --atdc dies diedai 

“point Jesus draws in His sermon in peace. ‘ 

which He tells of the two debtors. *’So In the National Gallery in London 
| likewise shall my Heavenly Father do you will see many of the beautiful paint- 
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive ings of George Romney. At the age of 

“not everyone his brother their trespass- fideteen; Romer impulsively married 

Bs.” a young woman who nursed him through 

| a fever. Then, having heard another 
great painter, Sir Joshua Reynolds say 

. that marriage spoiled an artist, he de- 
serted his wife and two children and 
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Glaucus into slavery, and had tried to 
kill Glaucus for his faith in Christ. 
When Nero passed down the lines of hu- 
man agony in the Vatican Gardens, 
where the pitch-covered Christians were 
burning at the pillars to which they had 
been bound, Chilo walked by his side. 

As the wind for a moment blew the 
smoke away from the face of Glaucus, 

Chilo, smitten with remorse, stretched 
his arms up toward the agonizing mar- 


The Blessed Influence Of 
A Forgiving Spirit 
There is, first of all, the possible in- 
uence and effect upon the one who is 
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went to Londor »> seek fame as a paint- 
er. The one wio inspired many of his 
portraits, and whom he painted into a 
score or more of his characters, such 
as St. Cecilia, the Magdalene, and Joan 
of Arc, was the beautiful but notorious 
Emma Hart, afterwards Lady Hamilton, 
at whose feet Lord Nelson cast away 
his honor. In his old age, near the end 
of his life, desolate and almost out of 
his mind, he went back to the wife he 
had deserted long years before, who 
received him and nursed him until he 
died. In ‘‘Romney’s Remorse,”’ after a 
friend had tried to comfort him in his 
remorse, with the thought that regardless 
of the low part he had played in his life, 
he had at least won the painter’s fame, 
Romney replied: 

“*The best in me that sees the worst 
in me, and groans to see it, finds no 
comfort there, ”’ 

But what he does find comfort in is 
the hope that the heavenly forgiveness 
which his wife has shown him may be 
granted him in heaven: 

““O yes, I hope, or fancy, that per- 
haps human forgiveness touches heaven, 
and thence. For you forgive me, you are 
sure of that -- aflectad sheds a light 
on the forgiven.”’ 

And that, indeed, is one of the great 
blessings of forgiveness. It sheds the 
reflected light of heaven upon the soul 
of the one who has sinned. 

Not only does the forgiving spirit 
bless him who receives forgiveness, but 
it blesses him who bestows it. Forgive- 
ness, like mercy, it is twice blessed. 
“It blesses him that gives and him that 
takes.’’ Forgivenss is the fruit of faith, 
and in the great examples of forgive- 
ness which we have in the Bible, that 
is always brought out and emphasized. 
It was David’s faith in God, and in the 
destiny which God had appointed him, 
that enabled him to forgive Saul the 
great injury he had dake eae and hold 
back his hand from vengeance when re- 
peatedly he had the opportunity; and 


at length, when Saul and Jonathan had - 


fallen-in battle, to commemorate them 
_with his beautiful ode. 

It was faith, too, and not mere senti- 
ment, that enabled Joseph to forgive 
his brothers the great wrong which they 
had done him, and done his father also, 
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when they had sold him into slavery. 
When his brothers, after the death o: 
Jacob, were fearful that now he would 
wreak his vengeance upon them, Josepl 
said to them, ‘‘Fear not for am [ in the 
place of God? As for you, ye thought 
evil against me, but God meant it untc 
good.”’ The wrongs and injuries which 
men suffer in life are not accidental. 
but providential; and have in them great 
benefit for the soul,if we can take them 
as Joseph did, and say that God meant 
them unto good. The seaworm perforates 
the shell of the mussel, or the oyster, 
but the mussel retaliates by closing the 
hole made by its enemy with the lus- 
trous pearl. So the Christian spirit of 
forgiveness turns evil into good and 
overcomes evil with good. 

On the Cross Christ prayed for His 
persecutors and murderers, ‘“‘Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.’’ On the Cross, too, He forgave 
that thief who, but a moment ago, with 
his brother thief, had been mocking Him 
and reviling Him. But I always think 
that the greatest instance and example 
of our Lord’s forgiveness of an injury 
was His forgiveness of Peter. It was 
Peter, you remember, who once asked 
Jesus how many times he was to forgive 
his brother. And Jesus told him until 
seventy times seven. I suppose Peter 
never really took that in, or understood 
it, till that night in the courtyard of 
Caiaphas, when, just after he had been 
cursing and denying his Lord, the door 
Bie a and Jesus, bleeding and bound 
and spat upon, was led out into the 
courtyard, and, hearing’ Peter’s oath, 
turned and “‘looked upon Peter.’” When 
Peter saw that look of pity and love and 
forgiveness, then he understood, and 
not until then, what Jesus meant when 
He said, ‘‘Until seventy times seven.” 

That was the kind of forgiveness 
which Peter needed, and that is thekind 
of forgiveness which you and [ need. 
I am sure Peter must have been thinking 
of that when, long afterwards, he wrote 
one of his Letters and said: ‘“‘Be ye 
all of one mind. Love as brethren. Be 
pitiful, not rendering evil for evil; but 
contrariwise, blessing.” And again, those 
wonderful words about Christ. “‘Chris 
also suffered for us, leaving us an a 

= 
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ample that ye should follow inHis steps, 
Who when He was reviled reviled not 
again. When He suffered, He threatened 
not, but committed Himself to them that 
judgeth righteously. Who His own self 
are our sins in His body on the tree.’”’ 


Seeing the Unseen 
JOHN W. McKELVEY 


ECENTLY the press publicized a 
gadget called the Inspectroscope, 
the invention of Henry Sicular, San 
Francisco X-Ray engineer. It was a com- 
ination of sensitive electronic instru- 
ments which had been designed to see 
through people in a flash. This is.not 

e first combination capable of such a 
feat. Parents have long been known for 
eir ability to see through the scheming 
minds of their children. Politicians from 
itime immemorial have possessed the 
faeulty of seeing through -one another. 

his instrument, however, sees through 
neople physiologically and reveals a 
‘luoroscopic image of anything concealed 
about their persons. 

Significant as this gadget promises to 
be, it is far outrivalled by what God 
undertakes to do for each one of us, if 
we believe and obey His precepts and 
commands, For God has promised to en- 
able us to “‘see the unseen.”’ This is 
the principle point of Paul’s masterly 
oreamble to his Letter to the Romans; 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel: . . 
for in it the righteousness of God is re- 
vealed through faith for faith.’’ But not 
only the righteousness of God; His wrath 
also ‘‘is revealed against all ungodliness 

d wickedness.’’ Paul continues in ex- 
panding his thought. “Ever since the 
creation of the world hisinvisible nature, 
aamely his eternal power and diety, has 
been clearly perceived in the things that 
lave been made.”’ 

If God, then, has made each of us po- 
entially capable of seeing the unseen, 
at is, discerning the hidden truth about 
selves and the world in which we live, 
at is there that is hidden that needs 
be brought to light? Let us ask this 
estion in relation to the “things that 
ve to do with’’ the tangible and mater- 
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ial riches of earth. This means money 
and [ mention money first because it is 
one of, if not the most baffling of the 
riddles confronting us. It is one of our 
most practical assets and yet it has the 
strange trick of melting into thin air. The 
trick is so disconcerting that many peo- 
ple find themselves in the class with the 
man who complained that he always had 
too much month left at the end of his 
money. Our difficulty with money is not 
limited to its so-called trick of melting 
into thin air; it is also tied in with what 
the Bible calls ‘“‘the deceitfulness of 
riches.”’ 

Perhaps the best way to penetrate the 
riddle of earthly riches is to go back to 
a remarkable statement by John Wesley. 
He said, ‘‘Religion must necessarily 
produce both industry and frugality, and 
these cannot but produce riches. But as 
riches increase so will pride, anger, and 
love of the world in all its branches.”’ 
How is this dilemma to be met? He goes 
on, ‘‘We ought not prevent people from 
being diligent and frugal; we must exhort 
all Christians to gain all they can, and to 
save all they can - that is, in effect, to 
grow rich. What way, then, can we take 
that our money may not sink us into the 
nethermost hell? There is one way, and 
there is no other way under heaven. If 
those who gainall they can, and save all 
they can, will likewise give all they can, 
then the more they gain, the more they 
will grow in grace, and the more treasure 


_they will lay up in heaven.”’ 


Pointing out the hidden truth about our 
material wealth comprising our gold and 
silver, our houses and lands, is not an 
academic matter. It is a matter of spirit- 
ual vitality, and the sad fact is that to- 
day the spiritual vitality of America, not- 
withstanding the rapid increase of organ- 
ized religion, is sagging miserably on the 
down grade. The Bible says the solution 
is to reverse the process: instead of lay- 
ing up treasure on earth, the thing to do 
is to take the means at hand, the things 
that have been made, and use them tor 
truth and righteousness’ sake giving 
out of our plenty, spending and being 
spent in behalf of the gospel, learning to 
be content with little, and transmuting- 
earth’s riches to heaven’s treasure. Hid- 
den though this truth may be, that we are 
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stewards, not creators of the earth, and 
to live life to the full - it is one of the 
dynamic secrets revealed to them who 
believe, and happy is the man to whom it 
is given to see the unseen meaning of 
the things that God has made and the 
purpose of life’s stewardship. 


The Lessons of Godliness 

No doubt that our natural wealth is the 
stumblingblock it has become because 
it is the tangible means of our daily 
struggle for survival, and in our effort to 
possess the earth we have erroneously 
concluded thatit isours to use as we see 
fit. But the earth and all the riches there- 
of is the Lord’s. It is both sinful and 
presumptuous for us to claim as our own 
what belongs to God. If only this claim 
were confined to the riches of this world 
the situation would be far different 
than it is. Man however does not stop 
with claiming dominion over the earth 
and all that is therein. Man commits the 
unpardonable affront in claiming himself 
to be God. And so from the beginning 
man has tried to defy God and resist His 
will, presuming if only he could do as 
he pleased, he would achieve happiness 
and peace. The story of History is man’s 
unceasing effort to write God off the ledge 
er, to liquidate the Eternal, to pursue 
godlessness. 

Perhaps the most terrible consequence 
to man’s headlong self-worship and self- 
sufficiency is the illusion about his god- 
lessness. It seems often that the man 
bent on his own ends, the evil-doer and 
the ungodly succeeds and arrogates to 
himself great power, spreading himself 
“‘like a green bay tree.’’ Nevertheless, 
though it seems that the wicked prosper 
and the unjust increase in power it is 
not so. The Bible says simply and finally, 
“They are like the chaff which the wind 
drives away,’”’ and they shall not stand 
in the judgment. Categorical and unchanging 
as the consequences of godlessness are, 
it was this truth that Paul was compelled 
to validate again and again in that first- 
century world. In writing to the ancient 
Romans-he might just as well have been 
writing to us in today’s topsy-turvy gen- 
eration. In this immortal letter he is de- 
termined to quicken the God-inspired ca- 
pacity of the soul to see the unseen 
truth about God and man. He is not indulg- 


Page 342 


ing in the game of Truth and Consequene 
es; if anything, he is writing at whit 
heat the truth about consequences. In th 
opening chapter his objective is to revea 
the truth about the consequences of man 
godlessness. 

Paul grounds his argument on the mora 
consequences of evil in the evidence o 
God’s handiwork in the natural world 
With Paul the natural world was an elo 
quent witness to the fact of God, eve 
though he lacked the poetic insight te 
utilize, as fully as Jesus did, what the 
poet calls “‘tongues in trees, books in 
brooks, sermons in stones, and good i 
everything.’” He nonetheless agreed ir 
the thought behind Fdith Daley's lines 

We muse on miracles who look 
But lightly on a Rose! 

Who gives it fragrance or the glint 
Of glory that it shows? 


Who holds it here between the sky 
And earth’s rain-softened sod? 
The miracle of one pale rose 
Is proof enough of God! 

Just as God is in the rose because He 
made it a thing of fragrance and beauty, 
so Paul argues God is in man because 
He made man in His own image. For man 
to assume he is a law unto himself and 
free to pursue his own autonomy is tc 
doom himself finally to total frustration, 
and in the resulting futility to plunge intc 
deepest darkness. 

Hardly a day passes but what the hid- 
den truth about the consequences of 
man’s godlessness is laid open to them 
who have eyes to see. Far from finding 
freedom in his rebellion against God man 
discovers himself more than ever con- 
demned to slavery. And far from escap- 
ing punishment, his punishment often 
takes the form of being allowed to sink 
deeper and deeper into sin. In Paul’s 
words, ‘‘God handed them over’’ to their 
destruction. Witness Hitler and his min- 
ions. Ponder the tragedy of former Gov. 
Harold G. Hoffman. He that hath eyes 


to see, let him see. 


Love Is Eternal 

Of course Paul is concerned not only 
about revealing the hidden truth about 
godlessness. The pre-eminent message 
of his letters is to persuade us about 
the hidden truth regarding the role of 
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love, both divine and human, in the 
heart of man. Considering how tangible 
love is, it is easy to be deceived by 
both its power and place in the scheme 
of things. Very often it is the first re- 
source to be scuttled and at the same 
time the only means of final survival. 
Just why we are prone to underestimate 
the significance of love and why we fail 
to see the power God has hidden within 
the bands of love is no doubt due to the 
perverseness and stupidity of our hearts. 
We have a tendency to distort and under- 
value life much as the Connecticut man 
who advertised his farm for sale. His ad 
ran, ‘‘Ramshackle farm: for direct sale 
from owner at fancy price, forty acres 
of pin-oaks and black snakes. Old world 
charm includes sagging floors, tortuous 
stairways and draughty fireplaces ... 
Dandy opportunity to toughen up wife 
and kiddies for future. If you think this 
ad is funny, just wait until you see the 
farm.”’ 

To be sure, we don’t generally go 
about making mockery of love, either the 
love God has shed abroad in our hearts, 
or the love that binds us in tender alli- 
ance within our homes. Perhaps our 
trouble lies in that we fail to see the 
vast and magnificent thing love is. We 
too often discount the incredible part 
it can play in our lives. 

What I am trying to suggest has been 
dramatically set forth in “A Letter to My 
Children.” by W.Maurice Ewing. Early 
in the morning of January 13, 1954,Pro- 
fessor Ewing was returning home in the 
200 foot schooner, Vema, from an ocean- 
ograph expedition in the Atlantic. The 
seas were running with mountainous 
waves 200 miles north of Bermuda. Sud- 
denly four men, including Professor 
Ewing were swept overboard. During the 
next harrowing hour his life was almost 
snuffed out. Rescued at last, he wrote 
the following day to his five children, 
giving his reason for survival. He began: 
“My dear, dear children: I want to write 
you about love - the love of God, the 
love of the family, and the love of our 
friends and neighbors. I have tried to tell 
you before about the importance of love, 
but I probably didn’t make it very clear. 
I know more clearly now, myself, what 
love can do, so maybe I can help you 
understand better. 
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Yesterday a big wave swept me ir 
the sea, and I had to swim in a gal 
with waves as high as our house, fo! 
long, long time before the ship cov 
come back and pick me up. It was yo 
wonderful love for me that gave me t 
power to keep swimming after all 1 
strength was gone.’’ Then he wrote hi 
it all came to pass, how he managed 
muster both strength and courage to k 
afloat, and how at last he was resct 
a few seconds before the ship’s steer: 
gear broke down. He concluded his m 
ing narrative: ‘‘We must remember ab 
love. The love that you children, yt 
mother and | have for each other ga 
me the strength to keep afloat long af 
I was exhausted. Your love, little Mag; 
calling to me, was stronger than tho 
terrible waves. God’s love .. . brow, 
the ship to us before the steering ge 
broke down. We may not be able to und 
stand fully the power of love, but it : 
very real, and is one of the most impc 
tant things in the world.” 

Certainly to see and comprehend the 
seen glory of love at work and throu 
our lives is to enter into the central te 
ernacle of life and to find joy, blessi 
and peace. “‘If our love were but mo 
simple,’’ what bliss and victory wou 
be ours. There is a most profound tru 
involved in the concept of the tabernat 
of God, and I never realized how treme 
dous it was until I passed through t 
experience of seeing our old church t 
down. Before there was this outw 
“‘building of God”’ there was first t 
inward building, not made with han 
unseen but eternal. A man underscored 
this to me yesterday when he stopy 
and said, “I’ve just been looking at t 
progress you are making on the n 
church and trying to figure out what 
will be like. Then I noticed your serm 
title and I guess that is what you me 
“seeing the unseen.’ Exactly! And wh 
it comes to you and me, it means t 
if we have faith to proceed we shall ** 
the unseen temple’ within, for God } 
made us in His image. No matter k 
crudely and imperfectly we fit the pie 
of life together, we are not content w 
we have at last translated the splen 
of the inner into the outward temple 


life. 
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Thanksgiving 


R. A. WARD 


Text: Gen. 8:22 - While the earth re- 
maineth, seedtime and harvest, 
and cold and heat, and summer 
and winter, and day and night 
shall not cease. 

Gen. 9:13 - I do set my bow in 
the cloud, and it shall be fora 
token of a covenant between me 
and the earth. 
HE rainbow that rasies its shim- 
mering arch over earth’s tears re- 
minds us explicitly of the love and 
faithfulness of God. The fruits of the 
earth which we have thankfully reaped 
and garnered once more have their own 
message to us today, as fair samples 
of that whole realm which we call Na- 
ture. They repeat, sometimes in a sea- 
son of drought, the message of the rain- 
bow. 

First, they remind us of an Ordered 
Nature. All the rich variety of trees 
and flowers, of clouds and sunsets, 
rivers and seas, mountains and plains, 
may fail to reveal a single instance of 
repetition, of likeness which merges 
into identity. Even so, there is an or 
der, and arrangement, a pattern in Na- 
ture. The seasons follow one another 
in rotation, day and night chase each 
other round, and all the processes of 
Nature, so far as we have been able to 
observe, manifest that uniformity which 
we term natural law. It is this stability 
of the world which makes it trustworthy. 
Are you going to pay a call on your 
brother tomorrow? How do you know that 
his house will be where you last saw 
it? Why does it not fly off into space? 
Is it not because of the law of gravity? 
Why does the farmer sow his seed? Is 
it not because he has reason to believe 
that those same principles will operate 
whose inflexibility he has witnessed in 
former years? Thanks be to God for this 
element of certainty in our lives. 


But who ‘ordered’ it? God, you say. 


But it is not God who ordered Nature, 
_ but God in Christ. Our Lord was in the 
eG Ns with God, and all things were 
made through Him. Apart from Him was 
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Lord, and before his fierce anger.’ Bu 


nothing made. Behind this world of N 
ture, then, stands the One we know | 
Jesus of Nazareth. The very stabili 
of our lives is due to Him. Mark thi 
you scientists: without Christ you cai 
not do your work. Dwell on this, yo 
farmers: apart from Him you have r 
livelihood. Lay this to heart, every or 
of you: if it were not for Christ yo 
could not catch a bus or enter a trai! 
Secondly, the fruits of the earth re 
mind us of a Dependent Nature, Natur 
was divinely created and is divinel 
sustained. Men sometimes speak as | 
the laws of Nature were supreme, eith 
in control in their own right, or as 
sort of gigantic First Lieutenant durin 
the permanent absence of the Creat 
and Captain. Holy Scripture does nc 
speak like this. The living God sus 
tains Nature down to its most minut 
details. This is why the prophet Isaia 
can say of the successful farmer th: 
‘his God doth instruct him aright a1 
doth teach him.’ God is continuouslya 
tive. ‘The heavens keep on telling th 
story of the work of His hands.’ TI 
laws of Nature are not a closed syste 
with God outside vainly@trying to get i 
The laws of Nature are the uniform way 
in which we have found that God ac 
hitherto. ‘We spell out a word or two 
the doings of God,’ said an eminent O: 
ford scholar, ‘and we call it a Law « 
Nature, and ask how God can come 
us through these iron bars we hav 
forged ourselves.” God is not Henr 
Ford turned into a night-watchman 
standing outside the factory, He ha 
built, without authority or power ove 
what is made inside. He is rather th 
Master-Craftsman, ever at work in th 
vast workshop that we call the worlc 
‘He makes his sun - His sun - to ris 
on evil and good, and sends rain on th 
just and unjust.’ 
The Sey Jeremiah once imagine 
God as the trade unionists put it, layin 
down His tools completely. The resul 
is not that the so-called laws of Natur 
take control - they cease to operate an 
there is naught but chaos. ‘I beheld th 
earth and, lo, it was waste and void; . 
I beheld, and, lo, the fruitful field was 
wilderness, and all the cities thereo 
were broken down at the presence of th 
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God is the living God, and the harvest 
gifts are signs and sealsthat He is still 
living and graciously working in the 
world. 

Nature, then, is dependent. On whom? 
God, we have said. But again we must 
notice it is God in Christ. It is borne 
to its final goal by Christ, who is at 
the helm of the universe, at the right 
hand of the Majesty on high. So once 
More you are in debt to Christ. He has 
redeemed you, and He has fed a Have 
you ever stopped to thank Him’ 

Thirdly, the fruits of the earth remind 
us of a Responsive Nature. The Hebrew 
people, according to some Old Testa- 
ment scholars, believed in a diffused 
consciousness, spread throughout the 
body, in the eyes, ear, tongue, hand, 
foot and heart. The eye and ear and 
hand, so to speak, do their own think- 
ing. Lady Macbeth would have under- 
stood that. It explains why Elisha, -to 
‘estore the Shunammite’s child, lies upon 
im, with his mouth to the child’s mouth, 
is eyes to the child’s eyes, his hands 
o the child’s hands. It was fairly easy 
or the Hebrews to believe that. material 
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things, even the earth itself, are alive 
and can thus respond to the appeals 

made to it. For instance, according to 
the prophet Hosea, God says, ‘1 will 

answer the heavens, and they shall an- 
answer the earth; and the earth shall 

answer the corn, and the wine, and the 

oil; and they shall answer Jezreel.’ 

‘Give us food,’ cry the people of Jezreel. 
To them the corn and the wine and the 
oil make reply; ‘we will come; but give 
us time.’ Earth looks up to heaven and 
prays, ‘give me drink that I may produce 
the corn.’ The heavens reply, ‘We will, 
but where shall we find the rain?’ ‘I will 
answer the heavens.’ saith the Lord. 
Nature is thus alive and active and re- 
sponsive in every part to man and to 

God. That is why as an alternate to the 
Te Deum we sometimes sing the Bene- 
dicite, omnia opera. 

Note the consequence of all this. If 
Nature is thus alive and responsive, it 
is not hard to see that God can answer 
prayer. ‘Your heavenly Father knoweth 
that ye have need of all these things. 
All parts of Nature stand ready to obey 
His call, like runners at the starting- 
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line of a race. And if God can withdraw 
His energy, so also He can increase it. 
And so at last Nature can share in the 
ultimate redemption for which Christians 
wait eagerly, the new heaven and the 
new earth wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
This was at the back of St. Paul’s mind 
when he said that the earnest expecta- 
tion of the creation is eagerly waiting 
for the revelation of the sons of God. 

God, then is the living God, the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and through 
Him He controls in detail a Nature which 
leaves to do His bidding. Have you such 
a confidence? Do you believe in Him 
for whom Nature stands in readiness, to 
obey at once His commands when He 
answers His people’s prayers? Do you 
pray to Him who prayed, and prays, for 
you? As man you are part of Nature; are 
you alone to play the rebel, unresponsive 
to the call of Him who died for you, 
less -in loyalty than what you deem the 
lower level of Nature? 

Finally, the fruits of the earth remind 
us of a Sacramental Nature. Nature, par- 
ticularly in its regularity and order, is 
the pledge that God will preserve His 
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people. The prophet Jeremiah lays thi: 
down very clearly. “Thus saith the Lord 
which giveth the sun for a light by day 
and the ordinances of the moon and of th 
stars for a light by night, .. . if thes 
ordinances depart from before me, . . 
then the seed of Israel also shall ceass 
from being a nation before me for ever. 
If! As long as night follows day and dar 
night; as long as the seasons come an 
go, so long will God keep His people 
And as the sun has kissed the fruits 0 
the earth and the night has bedewes 
them with blessing, we may infer tha 
the material things are the pledges o 
the love and faithfulness of God. The 
are the secular sacraments which sea 
His mercy in Christ towards us. Ther 
was a bread and wine before there was 
Holy Communion, and there were rair 
bows and corn and fruit before they be 
came pledges. But now! Gaze upon ther 
and take your fill; that blushing apple 
that humble filbert nut, that simple pote 
to, produced as they are by the alterna 
tions of day and night; all the sacrament 
and promises of the faithful and persis 
tent love of God in Christ Jesus o1 
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| Lord. 


What, then, shall we render unto the 
Lord for all His goodness toward us? 
We will believe in the Lord Jesus Christ 


and commit our lives and our all to Him. 


Who Am |? 


CHAPLAIN CLAUDE RICHMOND 


Text: Exodus 3:11- Who am I that | 
should go to Pharoah . 


Diceuiel Zo Whe aal2. that 


thou hast brought me thus far? 


{D you ever ask, “‘Who am I?” Two 
Old Testament heroes did, and it 


was not a matter of seeking to 


know themselves, as is sometimes prof- 
itable for us. Moses, about to take the 
second of his forty-year steps to Pis- 
gah, told he is to bring Israel out of 
Egypt, remonstrates, but undertakes the 
great commission from the “‘I Am’’ of 

e burning bush. David, having gone 
rom the sheep-fold to the throne and 


| ea to build a temple for God, is 


fused, but marvels at all God has done 


r him through the years, “‘brought me 
tober, 1955 


thus far.”’ 

Many of us question in remonstrance 
like Moses and need to learn that when- 
ever God tells us to undertake a task, 
He goes with us and sees that we are 
able to do it. Or like David, when we 
look back on all God has done for us, we 
marvel ‘‘Who are we that God brought 
us thus far?”’ Yes, we may, should com- 
pare ourselves with both Moses and 
David. Both were men of mixed qualities 
but “‘clay in the hands of the Potter.” 

THREE STEPS 

The three forty-year periods of Moses’ 
life compare with the three steps Jesus 
said one must take to become His dis- 
ciple; and Moses “‘chose abuse suffered 
for Christ.’’ Thus he was to deny him- 
self when he “‘refused to be called the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter ... ;”? and took 
up his cross to suffer ill-treatment with 
God’s people; and followed Him by for 
saking Egypt, and by leading his people 
to the promised land. 

After forty years as prince in the glit- 


- tering court on the Nile and seeing it 


behind the tinsel mask, Moses denied 
himself the ‘‘pleasures of sin’’ which 
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he saw as fleeting, denied his position 
in court and a life of ease. But he could 
not deny the call of blood and, perhaps 
with the arrogance of royalty, slew the 
slave-driver, forcing the big step of tak- 
ing forty years to learn his famous meek- 
ness, so God could really use him. We 
do not have his position nor his posses- 
sions, but we must deny ourselves as 
completely and likewise learn to be 
meek if we inherit. 

Moses’ chief cross was in following 
the pillar of cloud and fire to lead his, 
rather God’s people. That it was truly a 
cross is seen in his intercessory prayer 
when he offered to have his name strick- 
en from God’s book to save his people. 
It seems to me that is something of the 
cross all Christians must bear. It is not 
mere loss, or sufferings, or denials. 
It should have a vicarious note of inter- 
cession, for our boasted universal priest- 
hood of all believers is not that we can 
approach the throne for ourselves so 
much as that we must approach it for 
others, sharing their load until it drops 
at the foot of the Cross of Christ. 

I think his best following of Christ is 
that the founder of the Old Covenant 
walked by faith in the New. He kept the 
Passover as a sacrament of consecration 
and dedication, even as Paul asks us.to 
present our bodies a living sacrifice. 
Crossing the Red Sea was a type of Ba 
tism, cutting them off from the old lite 
to commit them to serving under a new 
leader. And it was legitimate for Moses 
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to ‘‘look for the reward,’’ even as it is 
for us to long for a home with Jesus. But 
the reward was not what Moses asked :to 
enter the Land. This he did only in his 
glorified state with Flijah to encourage 
Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration. 
But his reward came directly from the 
hand of God, dying on Nebo to go directly 
home. 
THUS FAR 

David looked back on a long and check- 
ered career. This darling of Old Testa- 
ment history has gathered about him all 
the national ideals in a story of outlaw, 
hero, poet and saint. By Christian stan- 
dards he was no_ saint: by pagan standards 
in the rude day in which he lived be was 
no great sinner. He was ‘‘a man after 
God’s own heart’’ in that God equipped 
him for his great tasks and “‘brought 
him thus far’” as he was filled ‘‘with 
the Spirit.’’ A polygamous wife gave him 
the beautiful encouragement that he should 
“‘be bound in the bundle of life;”’ and 
Bath-sheba herself gave him his heir 
who was pemitted to build the temple. 

God’s leading is seen in all save his 
sins. Seemingly a casual visit to his 
soldier brothers led him to the duel with 
the champion of the Philistines that 
changed history. A wandering eye from 
the roof of a palace took him to such 
depths that God’s Spirit had to speak 
through Nabal to bring out, “‘I know my 
transgressions and my sin is ever _be- 
fore me. Against Thee, and Thee only 


have I sinned. . .”’ And God’s loving 
The Expositor 
es x 4 


indness and mercy is seen in his re- 
overy. And providence through David 
cave the world its best book of devotions 
hrough the “sweet psalmist of Israel.’’ 
t stills the mind in reverence and helps 
as, like David, to strengthen ourselves 
n the Lord, our God. 
WHO, ME? 

So we cry when we realize that God is 
peaking to us from some burning bush. 
zod grant us the grace to obey. Or so we 
marvel when, after the years pass, we 
ook back and see how God in Christ has 
«aken a poor, weak, helpless sinner, and 
cleansed and remade him into an article 
of service, a weapon for the use of the 
Master’s hand. We too, must endure as 
“*seeing him who is invisible,’”’ face to 
eace. We may be denied the achievement 
bf all our goals as Moses across in Moab. 
We may not be able to build a temple of 
stone and gold. But when our lives are 
offered in the spiritual sacrifice which 
means denying self, taking our cross, 
and following the Lord of lords, our very 
ives become temples. 


Mid all the traffic of the ways, 
Turmoils without, within; 
Make my heart a quiet place, 
And come and dwell therein. 


ILLUSTRATIONS 


JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


THE ESSENCE OF TRUE FAITH 


Text: Romans 5:1 - Therefore, since we 
are justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

In order to clarify what faith involved, 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon used to employ 
this illustration: Suppose there is a fire 
on the third floor of a house, and a child 
is trapped in a room there. A huge, strong 
man stands on the ground beneath the 
window where the child’s face appears, 
and he calls, ‘‘Jump! Drop into my arms!’’ 
‘It is a part of faith,’’ Spurgeon would 

y, ‘‘to know that the man is there; still 
1other part of faith is to believe him to 
be a strong man; but the essence of faith 

es in trusting him fully and dropping in- 
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to his arms. 


Thus it is with the sinner and Chri 
It is a part of faith to know that He d 
for sins; another part of faith is to belli 
that He is able to save all who beli 
on Him; but the essence of fai th lies 
trusting Him fully by resting one’s wh 
case in His hands now and forever. 


WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST 
Text: Matt. 16:13 - Who do men say t 


the Son of man is? 

A salesman for a key-making mach 
entered a hardware store in a small 
lage. He placed his sample on the cou 
and gave the storekeeper a demonstrat 
He plugged in the machine to an elec 
outlet, took a key and a blank key, ins 
ed them in the proper position and i 
moment produced a duplicate of the k 
“Isn’t that a wonderful machine?”’ he : 
ed. “‘Yes,’’ the storekeeper agreed, 
is.”’ “It would be a marvelous investm 
wouldn’t it?’’ the salesman contin 
“‘Yes,’’ the storekeeper replied. We 
why don’ t you buy one?”’ the sales! 
ae ‘Well,’ said the storekeeper, “ 
don’t you ask’ me to?? 

Isn’t it just there that so much of 
Christian preaching and witness is we 
We talk, describe, illustrate, and thec 
gize, but often fail to thrust home 1 
irect, personal challenge. 


MAKING OUR PRAYER COME TRUE 


Text: I Cor. 3:9 - For we are fellow we 
men for God. 

Somewhere | have read of the story 
the elders of a church who gathered o1 
evening to pray for one of the widows 
their congregation who had been le 
with four small children through t 
death of her husband. The church kne 
they must do something if they were 1 
be a church to help the family. One 
the elders did not come and while th 
were gathered in the midst of their pra 
er, the son of the absent elder knock« 
on the door and said, ‘‘Father wants y 
to come out and help bring in his pra 
” The elders did not at first kne 
what the young lad was talking abo 
and then one of them came to the do 
and found the absent elder had load 
his truck with enough vegetables, P 
tatoes and other items to last the fami 
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several months. They knew then 
at the son meant when he said, “Fa- 
r wants you to come out and help him 
ry in his prayers.”’ 
-rayer always becomes power when 
think of life as laboring or working 
rether with God. We know that if God 
swers prayer, often He answers them 
ough some individual life dedicated 
the fulfilment of His task. The sincere 
n not only prays but he looks for 
9s€ Opportunities wherein prayer may 
come action through helping God make 
‘prayers come true. 


D’S ACQUITTAL 


ct: Romans 3:21, 22-.- But now the 
righteousness of God has been 
manifested apart from the law... 
the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. 
nce upon a time a famous Frenchman 
3 tried for a crime and found guilty. 
protested his innocence to the end, 
was sentenced, nevertheless, and 
demned to life-long imprisonment. 
ne time later it was discovered that 
-errible mistake had been made and 
t he was innocent after all. Immediate- 
the President of the Republic pardon- 
him and quickly the pardon was taken 
the prison in which the man was con- 
od. 
Jpon being presented to him, to the 
azement of everybody, he refused it. 
don’t want a pardon,” he exclaimed. 
am not guilty of any crime. How can 
President pardon me when I am al- 
dy innocent? | will have a new trial 
1 be declared innocent, or else I will 
1ain where I am. Away with your par- 
1. I don’t want it.’’ And in prison he 
yed. 
3efore long his friends got busy. They 
nanded a new trial, a re-hearing of 
, case. At last they were successful. 
was tried again, and the verdict ren- 
ed was ‘‘not guilty.”’ He walked out 
e court with his head up, and faced 
. world a free man, having been justi- 
d by the courts of France. 
s it seems to me, is what God 
; for a sinner. Not because a man 1s 
cent, for “‘all have sinned’’ and are 
y, but because Jesus Christ bore the 
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penalty of man’s guilt in His body on 
the Tree. He died in man’s stead, took 
our place, and now, since our sin, all of 
it, has been imputed to Christ, God can 
justify us and account us righteous. He 
can pronounce us ‘‘not guilty.”’ We can 
stand acquitted! 
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is an admission that the loving tender me 
of God had something to do with it. Man 
not crawled out of the muck and mire -- 
into it. The book is not for the busy reat 
the curious reader will find it to be curio 

Brice W. Shoem 
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trinal content. W. Goddard Sher 
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ity besides. And he needs no expens: 
equipment in the process. 

That lad is different from all otl 
forms of life. No puppy ever has a tr 
bled conscience. No kitten ever longs 
learn or yearns for a better life. No m 
key ever dedicates his life to unself 
service. No colt ever tried to find a b 
ter way of doing things. That small | 
shall continue to grow for his allott 
three score years and ten and throu 
all eternity. Who can explain this? X 
can account for an eight year old boy 
A wise man, long ago said, “‘What 
man that thou art mindful of him?’’ 

Charles F. Bann 
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(From page 332) 

philosophy; and the merely mysteric 
for mysticism. 

Some of the mystics themselves he 
not been free of the blame for this m 
conception. It has been too common a f 
ing in them to speak too easily of the 
communicability of their experience. 
have seen it stated by an eminent Chri 
tian thinker that “the Roman Cathol 
Church is wise in viewing mystical e 
perience as a specialty for a few, not | 
something that all Christians should e 
pect or be expected to have.”’ So! If th 
thinker has interpreted aright, the teac 
ing of the Roman Catholic Church 
this matter then, unfortunately, it al: 
makes of none effect the magnificent 
mystical letter which appears in the N 
Testament under the title of “‘The le 
ters of Paul to the Ephesians.”’ 

Here in this tremendous classic 
the mystical experience I read, (Chapt 
3, verses 8,9,19) ‘‘Unto me, who am t 
least of the saints, is the grace give 
that I should preach among the Gentil 
the unsearchable riches of Christ; and 
make all men see what is the fellowsh 
of the mystery ... to the intent... 1 
ye might be filled with all the fulness 
God.’” Here is universality of the my 
tical experience at its finest and : 
fullest. Here we come to the knowled 
that not alone can all men be mystic 
but also to the more imperative fact th 
all men should be mystics. Surely, of ; 
things, this is the experience that m 
need in our fear-stricken time. 
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